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. Greetings to all the saints in Christ Jesus. In case you have been wondering why the 
Editor of The Vine thinks like the Treasurer of the church, that is because we are of the 
same mind. Each time I share with you the concerns of the leadership, the directions and 
plans, I usually share from the point of view of the Treasurer. Indeed, next year, if I am 
still the Editor, I would not be writing from the viewpoint of the Treasurer anymore . 

. Next month is Christmas. Have you considered what this means? 

For God so 
loved the 
world, 

that He gave 
His only 
begotten Son, 

that whoever 
beJieves in Him 

should not 
perish, but 
have eternal 
life. 

John 3:16 

The Greatest Love. The Bible tells us that God is a loving God. He loves 
you. It is the greatest love the world has ever known! 

The Greatest Gift. The Bible tells us that man is a sinner, a~ that our sins 
have separated us from God. Nonetheless, God sent His Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to die on the cross for our sins so that God can pardon and save us from 
hell. 

The Greatest Invitation. God issues a universal invitation to ALL. No one 
is too bad or sinful for God to pardon and save. No race is rejected. No sinner 
is beyondGod's forgiveness. 

The Greatest Promise. God is true to His promise. You become aChristian 
by faith. Faith is simply believing that God will be true to His promise to grant us 
etemallife in heaven through Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

The Simplest Condition. "believe in Him". Christianity is NOT a religion. 
In all religion, eternal bliss is based on the good works we do. Christianity is not 
"do· - but done! It is not "trying" - but trusting.* 

• extractedfrom "Growing Deep in God" by Edmund Chan 



THE NIGHT IS NOT YOUNG 
by Charlotte Sam 

Friday at 11:11 pm. 
I see my laptop. My laptop sees me. 
The laptop is brand new. Twice as fast 
as the previous one. Bigger hard disk 
too. Lighter, niftier. Perks on the job, 
you might say. Unfortunately all these 
do very little to the weary soul and 
heavy heart (and quite often so too). 
Another byline artide to write and the 
deadline is drawing near. One thing 
remains: 70% of the subject matter is 

unknown to me. 


I have what you call "the writer's 
p.i.9.h~~1:1.~!:l~................................................................................; 

~............ I.~.~.~.I.~:.~.?.~..~.~.~.I~.I .~.~~.:.!............ ..1 

Then I am reminded of .. . 

What does Matthew 11 :29 

mean when it says, "Take my 

yoke upon you, and learn of 

me; for I am meek and lowly in 

heart: and ye shall find rest 

unto your souls. "(KJV) 


Tonight, I learnt that the verse meant: 
"On days when life is difficult and I feel 

overwhelmed, as I do fairly often, it 
helps to remember in my prayers that 
all God requires of me is to trust Him 
and be His friend. I find I can do that. n 

-- Bruce Larson 

"I find I can do that" - His yoke that He 
intended for us - is easy. We just have 
to 

• trust Him 
• befriend Him 

Simply brilliant, don't you think? 

THE ANT AND THE CRICKET 
One night we had a devotional based 
on Psalm 119:9-16, of which v.11 says, 
"Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I 
might not sin against Thee. n (KIV) 

The object for discussion that night was 
the saguaro cactus that soaks up as 
much as 200 gallons of water - enough 
to last it a whole year in the desert. The 
cactus roots lie about 3 feet below the 
earth and spread 100 feet in all 
directions. These hairy roots draw in 
every drop of moisture from rain and 
transport it up to the hidden storage 
area in the spiny arms and trunk of the 
cactus. 

Like the saguaro cactus, we are to store 
up on God's Word in our heart. By 
doing so, we will grow into mature 
Christians who are pleasing in God's 
~hl. . 

It was as if God had known (and of 
course!) my children loved stories 
before they sleep each time. I chose 
this a story entitled "The Ant and the 
Cricket" from "The Little Big Book for 
Dads" by Lena Tabori, et al. The 
following are excerpts from the story: 

"Once upon a hot summer, on the tip of 
a leafy branch, lounged a cricket. All 
day and all night, she sang cheerful 
songs while watching a long line of 
ants slave away on the ground below. 
'Hey, down there!' she called between 
songs. 'How can you work in this 
heat? ' 
'We 're ... storing ... food ... for ... the 
... winter," answered an ant, struggling 
under the weight of a piece of grain. 

" 



















I have in fact been led to the above Revelation passage by our 
Bishop's exhortation on facing the unknown by faith. On the occasion of last 
month's Reformation Day celebration, he wrote these words: "To the 
Church as a body, a leisurely and comfortable existence is not necessarily 
a blessing. Many churches in the land are well endowed with material 
riches, lacking in nothing, yet spiritually lukewarm, wretched, pitiful, 
poor, blind and naked. This is indeed a portrayal of the church in Laodicea. 
(Rev. 3:17- )9)" 

You will agree with me about the foolishness of people who decide 
what book to buy based on its cover (to regret after spending the money) and 
choose a life partner according to looks (to rue 
over their choice for a lifetime.) Well, how 
different is it for Christians who bank on 
exterior manifestations of polished walls and 
jostling crowds to settle down at a place of 
worship and fellowship they call their enduring 
spiritual home? To be sure, there is nothing 
wrong with polished walls and jostling crowds 
per se. However, in the ultimate analysis, it is 
not what we choose, but where God chooses to 
place us for our own spiritual good, and we 
would be remiss to be always complaining with nary a place to settle ou~ feet 
peacefully. 

I thank God for placing me in Jurong Christian Church where I have 
learnt a lot from a significant number of my fellow brothers and sisters in 
Christ (especially my seniors) who have been able to hold fast to their 
laudable service without shaking their faith in the very place where some 
others have found reasons for their tetchiness. If they (the faithful) can be 
resourceful in finding spiritual sustenance and grow in faith here in JCC, why 
can't I? The honest answer is either "YES, I CAN" or "NO, I CAN'T", 
depending on whether I place a premium on the rough and tumble of real 
spiritual training or I emphasize comfort of the senses as the decisive factor 
defining the worth of a spiritual home. God again reminds me to refer to what 
our Bishop has written: 



"The individual Christian should not descend into an 
environment that is too cosy, lest he loses his fighting spirit 
alld visioll. As what Dr Ed POl/sson said at the missions 
seminar all 241h August, Joshua and Caleb had the faith to 
capture the fortified city wall and subdue the giants, but those 
Israelites with hearts like grasshoppers all perished in the 
desert. (Num. 13:25-33, 14:26-35)" 

I challenge anyone to desist from looking at the physical appearances 
of the building and of the assembly at Jurong Christian Church, but sink the 
eyes deeper into the subterranean and ordinarily less visible layers of work 
and ministry where spiritual manna flows. A WARNING (lest you feel 
cheated by your own false assumptions): Some effort on your part is needed 
because JCC is particularly inept at spoon-feeding. 

If the above warning frightens you, please be assured that there is an 
easier route for a start: Walk a few steps to the rejuvenated Cell Group nearest 
your home. Now, don't tell me that you are not told about happenings in 
Jurong Christian Church that your eyes do not see on Sundays at No.2 Tah 
Ching Road! By the way, I am eagerly looking forward to the outing that my 
Cell Group is plalming for this December. Wanna join your Cell Group in 
equally exciting activities? 

Johll Lee 
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